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BATON ROUGE — Louisiana's Catholic schools could take in only a
sliver of students who would be eligible under Gov. Bobby Jindal's
voucher proposal, a reality that would limit how much choice parents
could get as the governor pitches the idea as an answer for improving
the state's troubled education system.

As many as 380,000 students would meet the eligibility requirements
under Jindal's plans to use state tax dollars to send children to private
schools. But under an informal tally, the state's Catholic schools —
which make up two-thirds of state private and parochial schools —
estimate they could fit about 1,000 of those voucher students.

That limited capacity raises questions about why the Republican
governor is pushing so hard for the legislation, whether it could make
a difference and whether opponents are overreacting when predicting
a voucher program could destroy public school
funding.
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Jindal has described his push for the voucher
program as a way to give parents of students
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in mediocre or failing public schools a choice for a better education.
The program, as described by the governor, would offer families up to
a certain income level the ability to get a voucher for private school
tuition if their children attend schools graded ata C, D or F level in the
state's accountability system.

2012
Lawmakers will consider the voucher proposal, part of a package of Feb. 09, 2012
Jindal education bills, in the legislative session that begins March 12.
Jindal spokesman Frank Collins said the governor's proposals to
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improve education involve more than the voucher program, such as
ways to reward good teachers, remove failing ones from the
classroom and give education leaders more flexibility.

"Giving parents more choices is critical to creating competition and
improving education in Louisiana, but it is just one part of a '1\"6”92(?1*?3: February
comprehensive approach the governor has outlined to reform
education in Louisiana," Collins said in an emailed statement.

Collins didn't explain whether the governor had concerns about the
number of slots that would be available to take children in the voucher
program or whether that would limit the ability for the program to
perform as Jindal hoped.

The Jindal administration estimates about 380,000 of the 690,000
students in Louisiana public schools, or 54 percent, could be eligible
under the criteria. The legislation hasn't been filed to offer the full
details of the proposal, but the governor said the statewide program
would expand an existing $9 million voucher program in New Orleans
that has more than 1,800 students.

The Louisiana Conference of Catholic Bishops supports the voucher
proposal.

Opponents, including teacher unions, say it could siphon millions from
Louisiana's public schools and leave them with fewer dollars to
educate the neediest and most at-risk children.

Brigette Nieland, an education lobbyist for the Louisiana Association
of Business and Industry, which supports vouchers, said it will be
difficult to determine the true capacity that will be available for
students in private and parochial schools until the proposal is passed
and existing schools decide whether they want to participate. Also,
she said some communities that don't have private schools might
decide they want to start one.

"You have a lot of factors at play. This has never been, from our
standpoint, any desire to decimate the public school system.
Traditional public schools will continue to educate the vast majority of
students," Nieland said. "As far as 380,000 kids fleeing the schools
overnight, that's not going to happen. That's union scare tactics."
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New opposition to the voucher proposal emerged Tuesday from the
Louisiana Budget Project, which looks at how government spending
affects low- to moderate-income families. The organization issued a
report saying Jindal's proposal wouldn't provide enough accountability
on how the dollars are spent and whether voucher students are getting
an adequate education.

"While a private education may be the best choice for some low-
income parents whose children attend failing schools, a truly informed
decision is only possible when all the facts are on the table," the
organization's report says. "Private schools accepting public funds
must face the same level of oversight and controls applied to public
schools."

Students in the New Orleans voucher program take the state's
standardized tests for comparison, but the schools themselves aren't
graded and scored in the same manner as public schools. The other
non-voucher students don't take the same standardized tests. So, a
parent knows how an individual student is performing, but not how the
private school compares to those in the public school system.

Jindal spokesman Kyle Plotkin said parents are the "best
accountability system" and should be trusted to make choices about
what's best for their children.

Loar said the Catholic schools would be open to more discussion
about testing, but he said the schools use different types of tests than
the public schools, so it makes them difficult to compare in the state
accountability system.

View Comments (2) | Share your thoughts »

TOP VIDEO PICKS
selected by Taboola

Red light violation for
February 15,2012
Feb 9, 2012

Couple Married 71 Years
Feb 14, 2012

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN SPONSORED LINKS

Acadiana Bottling Co. exploring These 4 Things Happen Right
possible move (The Advertiser) Before a Heart Attack

. o (New smax.com)
3 juvenile inmates arrested after

employee trapped (The Advertiser) 7 Weird Tax Deductions You

) ) Should Look Into
Lafayette man sentenced in child \, &, nkrracker.com)

porn case (The Advertiser)

) . 7 little-known Social Security
Acadiana Bottling plans for new benefits (BankRate.com)

move (The Advertiser)

) ) The Tragedy of Peyton Manning
Maxim magazine names LSU the  1herantub.com)

'sexiest college' in U.S. (The
Advertiser) The 10 Best Part-Time Jobs for

Retirees (The Fiscal Times)

(7

FREE : e
LAUNDRY : 3
COUPDNS@ é @ < é B\

theadvertiser.com/article/20120215/NEWS01/202150308/State-voucher-students-may-find-space-limited

3/5



2/16/12

RPad | inht\finlatinn far

ARCHIVES

View the last seven days

Yesterday, Feb. 15
Tuesday, Feb. 14
Monday, Feb. 13
Sunday, Feb. 12
Saturday, Feb. 11
Friday, Feb. 10
Thursday, Feb. 09

See our paid archives for
news older than a week.

NEWS

Local News
Nation & World
Archives
Weather

Data Central

OPINION
Opinion Page
Forums

Blogs

State voucher students may find space limited | The Advertiser | theadvertiser.com

Jam Session

HELP

Subscribe Today!
Pay My Bill

Terry's Backstage Bar Lafayette, LA

Manage Subscription

Monster night with the Hot 108.9 Crew

Outlaw's Saloon Lafayette, LA

Greek Night with DJ Kilo

The Rabbit Hole Lafayette, LA

Delivery Problems
Vacation Stop
Place Classified Ad

Ad Information

MORE EVENTS | SUBMIT AN EVENT

SPORTS

Local Sports

High School Sports
LSU Sports

UL Sports

ACCENT

Lifestyle

Entertainment

Weddings & Engagements
My Coz Calendar

Dating

Your Health Source Guide
2011

News Jobs

Cars for Sale

Contact Us
MORE HELP

BUSINESS

Business Page

OBITUARIES

Dial-A-Pro Directory

MULTIMEDIA
Photo Galleries
Videos

Buy a Photo
Mobile Text Alerts
Traffic Central

Losing Louisiana

Homes for Sale Apartments for Rent

GANNETT

Copyright © 2012 w w w .theadvertiser.com. All rights reserved.
Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices

theadvertiser.com/article/20120215/NEWS01/202150308/State-voucher-students-may-find-space-limited

MOST POPULAR

1. School board transfers Jackson

2. Lafayette's Daigle on to next round of
American Idol

3. Youngsville officials cancel Saturday
parade

4. Lafayette woman takes cause of the
children to heart, and to Haiti

5. Acadiana Bottling plans for new move
6. Stepping their wayto success

7. Comprehensive plan focus of Durel's S
of the Parish

ADVERTISEMENT

Site Map |
HELP FOLLOW US
Contact Us Twitter
Customer Service Faceboo
Subscribe
Mobile
Staff Directory
Page Prints RSS
E-mail Al
Text Alerl
Real Estate Shopping
ADVERTISEMENT

4/5



2/16/12 State voucher students may find space limited | The Advertiser | theadvertiser.com

theadvertiser.com/article/20120215/NEWS01/202150308/State-voucher-students-may-find-space-limited 5/5



