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EBR school board to take up THRIVE charter

school Thursday

Dunham named an Apple Distinguished School

Report: Jindal's push to expand school vouchers

lacks accountability

BRAC attacked by Brister supporters

Superintendent search just the first test for

dueling school board factions
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A new report by the Louisiana Budget Project says

that Gov. Bobby Jindal's push to dramatically

expand the state's private school voucher program

is lacking the accountability and transparency

parents need to make informed decisions about

their children's educational needs. The report

gives Jindal's plan an "F" on accountability. The

existing voucher program pays for 1,850 students

in Orleans Parish to attend private schools.

Jindal's plan would make 380,000 children²54%

of all Louisiana public school

students²eligible for the program. However, the LBP report says, voucher schools would not be

required to test all their students, nor would they be rated using the same A-F scale currently

holding public schools accountable²discrepancies that the LBP sees as huge flaws. "Private

schools receiving state vouchers should be held to the same accountability standards as public

schools," says LBP Director Jan Moller. "Assessment tests allow parents, as well as Louisiana

taxpayers, to see what results they are getting for their money. Handing over public resources to

private schools with no strings attached is bad public policy." The report recommends that voucher

schools be required to test all their students and that students from the worst-performing public

schools be given first priority for vouchers. Read the entire three-page report here. Based in Baton

Rouge, the LBP is a nonpartisan, nonprofit research group and a policy initiative of the Louisiana

Association of Nonprofit Organizations.

TRGD\'V SROO TXHVWLRQ: Do you think Gov. Bobby Jindal's plan to expand the voucher program

lacks accountability, as the Louisiana Budget Project contends? 

CRPPHQWV

MEK2020 said:

This stinks of an attempt by the establishment to scuttle the Gov's plan. Private schools are

accountable: to the consumer!! That is the beauty of Jindal's proposal. I choose to send my children

to private schools for religious and quality concerns. The schools I choose perform or I will choose

to go elsewhere! This program rescues the underserved that so choose from enslavement to a
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failed enterprise. That enterprise will resort to any and all tactics to defend itself, including releasing

a faux accountability report to scare the more fortunate that the gov't is going to intrude on private

schools if the scholarship program is implemented. Please get this: accountability should be to the

consumer, not to the state bureaucracy!
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