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Privateȱschoolsȱacceptingȱvouchersȱforȱlow-incomeȱstudentsȱshouldȱbeȱheldȱtoȱthe

sameȱaccountabilityȱstandardsȱasȱpublicȱschoolsȱinȱLouisiana,ȱaccordingȱtoȱaȱreport

releasedȱTuesdayȱbyȱtheȱLouisianaȱBudgetȱProject.

Otherwise,ȱparents,ȱwhoȱGov.ȱBobbyȱJindalȱrecentlyȱdescribedȱasȱ“theȱbest

accountabilityȱprogramȱweȱhave,”ȱcannotȱmakeȱinformedȱchoicesȱwhenȱdeciding

whichȱrouteȱtoȱtakeȱforȱtheirȱchildren’sȱeducation.

TheȱnonpartisanȱresearchȱgroupȱcitesȱIndianaȱasȱanȱexampleȱofȱhowȱtoȱeffectively

measureȱtheȱsuccessȱofȱprivateȱschoolsȱusingȱpublicȱmoney,ȱasȱIndianaȱnowȱgrades

privateȱschoolsȱandȱrequiresȱthatȱprivateȱschoolsȱtakingȱvoucherȱkidsȱtestȱallȱstudents

inȱtheȱschool,ȱwhetherȱthey’reȱreceivingȱvoucherȱmoneyȱorȱnot.

Jindal,ȱwhoȱwantsȱtoȱexpandȱtheȱcurrentȱnumberȱofȱLouisianaȱstudentsȱonȱprivate

schoolȱvouchersȱfromȱ1,850ȱtoȱalmostȱ400,000,ȱhasȱindicatedȱthatȱheȱwillȱnotȱsupport

accountabilityȱmeasuresȱforȱprivateȱschoolsȱacceptingȱvoucherȱstudents:

ButȱLouisianaȱrequiresȱalmostȱnoȱaccountabilityȱfromȱvoucherȱschools.

Toȱqualifyȱforȱstateȱdollars,ȱprivateȱschoolsȱmustȱsubmitȱdocuments

showingȱthatȱtheirȱcurriculumȱisȱsimilarȱtoȱpublicȱschools,ȱtheirȱpersonnel

areȱcertified,ȱandȱschoolȱhealthȱandȱsafetyȱconditionsȱareȱadequate.ȱThey

alsoȱmustȱadvertiseȱtheirȱracialȱnon-discriminationȱpolicyȱinȱtheir

communityȱforȱprospectiveȱparentsȱandȱstudents.ȱUnlikeȱpublicȱschools,

theyȱareȱnotȱrequiredȱtoȱprovideȱspecialȱeducationȱandȱcanȱsetȱtheirȱown

policiesȱonȱstudentȱretention.
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Whileȱvoucherȱstudentsȱareȱrequiredȱtoȱtakeȱtheȱsameȱassessmentȱtestsȱas

publicȱschoolȱstudents,ȱthereȱareȱnoȱpenaltiesȱforȱprivateȱschoolsȱifȱthey

failȱtoȱmeasureȱupȱtoȱtheirȱpublicȱcounterparts.ȱInȱfact,ȱGov.ȱJindalȱvetoed

languageȱinȱaȱ2011ȱappropriationsȱbillȱthatȱwouldȱhaveȱremoved

participatingȱschoolsȱifȱtheirȱstudents’ȱscoresȱlaggedȱthoseȱinȱtheȱlowest

performingȱschoolsȱinȱtheȱRecoveryȱSchoolȱDistrict,ȱwhichȱincorporates

mostȱNewȱOrleansȱpublicȱschools.

Voucherȱstudentsȱactuallyȱperformedȱworseȱoverallȱonȱstandardizedȱtests

thanȱstudentsȱinȱRSDȱschools,ȱaccordingȱtoȱaȱrecentȱanalysisȱbyȱNew

OrleansȱnonprofitȱEducateȱNow!ȱTheȱorganizationȱfoundȱthatȱ38ȱpercent

ofȱvoucherȱstudentsȱperformedȱonȱtheirȱgradeȱlevelȱinȱstateȱmathȱand

readingȱtests,ȱcomparedȱtoȱ49ȱpercentȱofȱallȱRSDȱstudents.ȱThe

governor’sȱvetoȱprotectedȱfourȱprivateȱschoolsȱthatȱcontinueȱtoȱfailȱthe

hundredsȱofȱstudentsȱwhoseȱparentsȱthoughtȱtheyȱchoseȱaȱbetterȱlearning

environment.

TheȱBudgetȱProjectȱalsoȱcitesȱconcernsȱaboutȱoversightȱfromȱtheȱstateȱDepartmentȱof

Education,ȱwhichȱisȱfurtherȱsupportedȱbyȱTheȱIndependent’sȱrecentȱvoucher

coverage,ȱ“Incomplete.”

ViewȱtheȱfullȱreportȱfromȱLBPȱhereȱ.
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1. LSEA repeal in the works — again
Gov.ȱBobbyȱJindalȱmayȱgetȱaȱchanceȱtoȱfurtherȱburnish

thoseȱeducation-reformȱcredentialsȱifȱaȱsuccessful

attemptȱatȱrepealingȱtheȱLouisianaȱScienceȱEducation

Actȱmakesȱitȱtoȱhisȱdesk.

2. Smart meter ¶opt-out· back on council

agenda
Citingȱanȱarrayȱofȱconcernsȱoverȱtheȱmetersȱ—ȱfrom

possible ȱhealthȱissuesȱtoȱfearsȱofȱlossȱofȱprivacyȱand

theȱviolationȱofȱconstitutionalȱrightsȱ—ȱtheȱTeaȱPartyȱof

Lafayette ȱhasȱbeenȱspearheadingȱtheȱopt-outȱeffort.

3. Lafayette smokes country in median

income growth
NoȱotherȱmetroȱevenȱcomesȱtoȱcloseȱtoȱLafayette’s

12.2ȱpercentȱincreaseȱinȱmedianȱhouseholdȱincome

fromȱ2007ȱtoȱ2010.

4. Girard Park residents cry foul over city·s

intervention
Atȱleastȱ15ȱhomeownersȱinȱtheȱGirardȱParkȱareaȱsay

theyȱwereȱneverȱservedȱwhenȱLCGȱintervenedȱinȱa

lawsuitȱthatȱseeksȱtoȱnullifyȱaȱ1940ȱcovenantȱthat

protectsȱtheȱresidentialȱintegrityȱofȱtheirȱneighborhood

andȱtheyȱwantȱaȱnewȱtrial.

5. LUS Fiber centerpiece of USA Today story
Lafayette ȱUtilitiesȱSystem’sȱFiberȱtoȱtheȱHome

initiativeȱtakesȱfrontȱandȱcenterȱinȱaȱlengthyȱarticle ȱin

USAȱTodayȱexaminingȱtheȱhistoryȱofȱmunicipal

broadbandȱprojectsȱandȱtheȱpush-backȱfrom

commercialȱentitiesȱlikeȱCoxȱCommunicationsȱand

AT&T.

...
writtenȱbyȱchanoȱlealȱ,ȱFebruaryȱ14,ȱ2012ȱ-ȱ12:07ȱpm

ShameȱShameȱShame,ȱJindalȱcan'tȱbeȱheldȱaccountable,ȱthisȱisȱhowȱitȱisȱwhen

youȱpossessȱaȱstateȱofȱzombiesȱandȱyourȱlawȱisȱ"ȱTheȱLaw.ȱNeverȱanswerȱfor

yourȱcallȱ!ȱ

Whatȱaȱjokeȱofȱanȱadministratorȱ

Firstȱyourȱmoneyȱandȱthenȱyourȱclothesȱ

Thatsȱhowȱtheȱcoinȱrollsȱ

Thenȱyouȱfindȱyourselfȱupȱtoȱyaȱass,ȱinȱalligatorsȱ

...
writtenȱbyȱchanoȱlealȱ,ȱFebruaryȱ14,ȱ2012ȱ-ȱ12:10ȱpm

HappyȱValentinesȱDayȱtoȱallȱofȱtheȱIndyȱstaffȱandȱSirȱWalter.ȱ

...
writtenȱbyȱWalterȱPierceȱ,ȱFebruaryȱ14,ȱ2012ȱ-ȱ12:21ȱpm

Rightȱbackȱatȱya,ȱChano!ȱ

Youȱmustȱbeȱloggedȱinȱtoȱpostȱaȱcomment.ȱLogȱinȱusingȱyourȱFacebook

accountȱorȱregisterȱifȱyouȱdoȱnotȱhaveȱanȱaccountȱyet.
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