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Don R\an, The AVVociaWed PUeVV

A Vecond pXblic polic\ gUoXp haV come oXW againVW a pUopoVed
conVWiWXWional amendmenW on Whe balloW SaWXUda\ WhaW ZoXld ban
neZ Wa[eV oU feeV on Ueal eVWaWe WUanVfeUV.

Louisiana Budget Project opposes ban on real estate transfer ta[
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Ed Anderson, The Times-Pica\une 

BATON ROUGE -- A pUopoVal Wo change Whe VWaWe ConVWiWXWion to ban neZ real estate transfer ta[es or

fees haV dUaZn Whe oppoViWion of a Vecond BaWon RoXge UeVeaUch oUgani]aWion.

The LoXiViana BXdgeW PUojecW, a pUiYaWe

oUgani]aWion WhaW anal\]eV fiVcal iVVXeV and

WheiU impacW on loZ- and modeUaWe-income

UeVidenWV, Monda\ called on YoWeUV Wo UejecW

ConVWiWXWional AmendmenW 1, Whe onl\

VWaWeZide iWem on Whe balloW in SaWXUda\'V

elecWion.

The meaVXUe iV being pUomoWed foU paVVage

b\ Ueal eVWaWe agenWV, RealWoUV and

bXVineVV gUoXpV a Za\ Wo WhZaUW

impedimenWV Wo bX\ing oU Velling homeV,

bXVineVVeV and XndeYeloped land.

In an anal\ViV of Whe pUopoViWion, BXdgeW

PUojecW anal\VW Tim MaWhiV Vaid Whe meaVXUe

ZoXld "damage Whe abiliW\ of Whe VWaWe and local goYeUnmenWV Wo pUoYide UeYenXe needed Wo VXppoUW healWh

caUe, edXcaWion and oWheU eVVenWial VeUYiceV."

The feeV aUe noW noZ impoVed, e[cepW in OUleanV PaUiVh ZheUe Whe $325 iV added Wo Whe coVW of

Whe WUanVacWion in Whe foUm of a "docXmenWaU\ WUanVacWion Wa[."

If appUoYed, Whe VWaWe ZoXld be Whe foXUWh in Whe naWion Wo conVWiWXWionall\ ban Whe Ueal eVWaWe Wa[. The

oWheU WhUee aUe AUi]ona, MonWana and MiVVoXUi.

The VWaWe ConVWiWXWion doeV noW noZ alloZ noU pUohibiW Whe impoViWion of Whe Wa[. If paVVed, Whe ban

ZoXld noW affecW Whe abiliW\ of cleUkV of coXUW Wo aVVeVV feeV Wo UecoUd Ueal eVWaWe WUanVacWionV oU RealWoUV,

agenWV and laZ\eUV Zho chaUge feeV aW Whe cloVing of a Vale.
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It would prohibit state and local governments -- except New Orleans -- from imposing the fee or tax.

Banning the tax "by constitutional fiat is not the way to go," Jan Moller, president of the project said.

Mathis' study said passage of the measure would "unnecessarily tie the hands of future  policymakers at

the state and local level as they grapple with budget challenges. . . .As policymakers search for the right mix

of cuts and revenue measures to solve those (budget) shortfalls, they should have the option" of being

able to impose the real estate transfer tax to diversify their tax bases.

The study said that parishes need "more flexibility -- not less -- as they cope with'' dwindling revenues.

"Amendment 1 is a step in the wrong direction, Mathis's study said.

The CoXncil foU a BeWWeU LoXiViana, another Baton Rouge-based research and advocacy group, stated its

opposition to the amendment along similar lines as the Budget Project.

Backers of the amendment have put about $260,000 into a full-blown media campaign  to convince voters

to pass it.

Ed Anderson can be reached at eanderson@timespicayune.com or 225.342.5810.
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