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Funding on backs of sinners
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Sinners, hang on to your wallets because a coalition of nonprofits, unions and advocacy groups has set its sights on you
to help plug a billion-dollar-plus hole in the state’s budget.

Putting the debt gap on the backs of smokers, drinkers and gamblers seems a bit unfair, but not exploring all possible
areas to reduce the size of state government before any tax is considered would be more so.

Increasing the “sin taxes” seems an easy route. This time it comes from the coalition that calls itself Better Choices for A
Better Louisiana. Should we make smokers pay more? Why not?
What about boozers? Sure, there’s nothing wrong with making beer
cost more. And don’t forget about those evil gamblers. Those
rascals should fork over more of their hard-thrown-away money so
that state government can continue to keep the status quo. To heck
with reforms.
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Actually, sinners get a double whammy because the sin-tax hikes
would raise only half of this coalition’s traget. The rest will come
from a return to the Stelly tax hike that was repealed in 2008.

Now, I do not smoke. Nor do I play video poker or visit riverboat
casinos. I do participate in the lottery on occasion. That’s only when
there’s an office pool and I do not want to be the only one left
should the winning ticket be purchased. I do imbibe on occasion but
nothing regular.

I believe, however, it is unfair to keep going to the well for a small portion of the population, which in many cases
involve people who are poor and addicted to many of these vices.

It is likely one of the arguments will be an increase of taxes will have a good effect in that more people may give up
some of these unhealthy habits. If so, doesn’t that undermine the original intent of taxing to raise money for government?

If there are other reforms the state government can enact, the Legislature should pursue that first. If there are ways to
release dedicated funding to allow the cuts to be spread out more evenly, the Legislature should have the courage to do
that.

Going to the sinner well first is unfair and eliminates a chance at reform.

JEFF ZERINGUE

MANAGING EDITOR 
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