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¥ 'I‘he deaI admm:stratlon s'fxght agamst fed- _ persons not peopie thh prlvate msurance
“eral health-care reform has' ranged from the i sglecting to switch to Medicaid; R

unfounded to the unseemly, PR - Finally, Secretary Levine assumes the mix of

" “In'the unfounded department as notecl in The :j__ '<people servedby. hosp:tals will go from 26 per- -

. Advocate 's:June 22 editorial, “A GOPtakeon - cent Medicaid to 40 percent'Medicaid. Howev-
“new costs,” Department of Health and Hospi-* - er, DHH's analysis of the New Orleans Univer-
i tals Secretary Alan Levme predlcts health-care - sity Medical Centerbusiriess: plan ‘the. proposed Sr
: pg ity replacement of Big Chiarity, assumes that the:
.patient mix in the geographic area served by: -
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“the 1espected Uxban : Levineuses when he s attackmg federal heaith o
. ‘care reform:: : :
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people newly eh— . ing saving $58 million inistate general funds be-
wealth-carere- . tween 2014 and 2016; reducing the uninsured. :
use the federal - o e ;populatzon from more than 15 percent 0.5 per- -
& ] nt of the cost'of - cent;and holding: Medicaid and Medicare. rate:
-.'-newly eligible Med:ceud enroliees intheearly ' increases to2 percent; rather. than the 3 per ik
- years, gradually reducing to 90 percentona ' centestimated without reform. -~
»‘permanent basis, That’s a significantly higher .~ Onthe. unseemly side is the. secretdry appear— :
. reimbursement rate than the.current Medicaid: “ing before: legislative committees makmg an::
i program; and needs to be figured mto state cost . “impassioned states’ Tights argument in: support -

'estlmates RS - of nullifying the federal'health-care reform: =
Another gross overestlmate 1s Secretary ; “-1aw; Suchresistance harks back to Louisiana’ s :

' Levme 8. assumptwn that 80 percent of those . opposition to the uvﬂ»rxghts laws of the 1960s; :
tionist. strategy th t_dldﬂ't work: then =

Lchoose Medicm Instates .
'panded Medicaid coverage to include childless :
.adults, which federal health-care reform will do s EDWARD ASHWORTH director::
An Louislana, much of the increase in Medicaid EERREEERE et Luu:smna Budget Project :
. .enroliment came: from prevmusly unmsured _' e A e Baton Rouge-~



